Discovery of an imidazo-phenanthridine synthon produced in a 'five-step one-pot reaction' leading to a new family of heterocycles with novel physical properties.
A new class of heterocyclic aromatic cation with novel physical properties has been constructed by an unprecedented reaction pathway that proceeds via five spontaneous steps to yield a 'synthon' that can be further derivatised by a final nucleophilic substitution step.